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March 2024 



 A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

In the Acts of the Apostles chapter 8, the Ethiopian eunuch sat on the back of 
his chariot reading Isaiah 53. This person was a court official returning from 
his time in Jerusalem.  It was on this road that he crossed paths with Philip, 
one of Jesus’ disciples.  Philip asks him, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” The eunuch responded, “How can I unless someone explains it?”  
Then beginning with this Scripture, Philip explained the good news of Jesus 
Christ. During this journey Philip baptizes this man.   
 
The fifty-third chapter of Isaiah is referred to as a “Servant Song”.  This is the 
fourth and final “Servant Song” found in Isaiah’s writings.  It was written 
around 600 BC, in the wake of the Babylonian Exile.  Sometimes in this part 
of Isaiah, the servant is identified with the nation, the whole of Israel.  The 
servant found in the songs seems to have been an individual, a leader at the 
time.  Scripture is unclear and scholars continue to debate the meaning and 
identity of the servant.   
 
This fourth Servant Song was one of the most important passages that helped 
the earliest disciples interpret the suffering and death of Jesus.  Paul used  
Isaiah 53 to explain atonement in Romans 4.  There, he identified Jesus as the 
one “who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 
justification”. 
 
We will explore Isaiah 53 during this season of Lent on Wednesday evenings 
at 6:30 as we gather for Holden Evening Prayer.  We are also gathering for a 
meal that is served between 5:00 and 6:00.  These are special days as we  
journey through Lent, prepare for Easter and gather as the people of God.  
 
 
Pastor John 

MARCH BAPTISMS 
 

 Hazel Gelbach   Wyatt Goeke   Walt Graber 
 Judy Pfingsten   Melody Whipple  Finn Reichling 
 T. J. Rielly   Jim Redies   Shannon Weber 
 Beth Faith   Harold Kubly   Avis Lueck 
 Hayley Rielly   Payton Graber   Stephanie Kolden 
 Gary Kleppe   Timothy Olson  Brooks Weimer 
 Emma Patterson  Zackery Roper   Jennifer Herbst 
 Brian Novak   Henry Hemmerling  Ryan Mathiason 
 Glenn Kubly   Regina Weber   Blaine Lind 
 Emily Wardlow  Carol Leistiko   Helen Stauffer 
 Peyton Wurm   Louis Scherer   Sandy Bestul 
 Laurie Kruse   Cathy Smith 
  
 
\ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We’re sorry if we  missed your March baptism.  If you don’t  see your baptism here 
please call  to let us know of  your baptismal  date so that we may include your name 
next time! 
 
————————————————————————————————————— 

 
 
 
 
 

—————————————————————————————————————-- 
 

MARCH WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Blaine & Terry Lind 
Mark & Anna Nesbitt 

 
 

We’re sorry if we  missed your March anniversary.  Please call the office to let us know 
of your anniversary date so that we may include your name next year! 
—————————————————————————————–————-———— 
                                     



 

  
 
 
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

      Chezney Leck  3/1 
     Josef Scherer  3/1 
     John Dieckhoff  3/2 
     Taryn Bomkamp  3/3 
     Susan Fillhouer  3/3 
     Roberta Moe  3/3 
     Ann Uresk   3/3 
     Sharon Clark  3/6 
     Zachary White  3/8 
     Kate Cessna  3/9 
     Stefanie Grambow  3/9 
     Jerry Casselberry  3/10 
     Kristine Leck  3/10 
     Emerson Cessna  3/11 
     Brooklyn Derendinger 3/11 
     Roger Mayer  3/11 
     Sara Ackerman  3/13 
     Terry Lind   3/13 
     Alexa Bader  3/14 
     Ashleigh Olson  3/14 
     Brady Wyss  3/14 
     Jay Goebel   3/15 
     Eric Holthaus  3/15 
     Quinn Schultz  3/15 
     Ellen Mathiason  3/16   
      

     William O’Brien  3/16 
     Kayla Petersen  3/16 
     Cathy Smith  3/16 
     Erik Everson  3/18 
     Chelsea White  3/18 
     Jonna Heins  3/20 
     Errin Olson   3/20 
     Mark Nesbitt  3/21 
     Haylie Olson  3/22 
     Roderick Rath  3/23 
     Bailey Covey  3/24 
     Brenda Patterson  3/24 
     Melissa Teasdale  3/24 
     Lilliana Valentino  3/24 
     Tom Ackerman  3/26 
     Adrienne Bahler  3/26 
     Henry Hakanson  3/27 
     Joan Rufenacht  3/27 
     Cohen Jones  3/28 
     Coltin Craigo  3/29 
     Ryan Leistiko  3/29

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      We are sorry if we  missed your  

March birthday.  Please call  
the office to let us know of  
your birthdate so that we  
may include your name  

next year! 
 

                                  Grace Lutheran Church Council Meeting  
                                                          January 22, 2024 

Called to order 7:00 by Ariel Thomas 

Members Present:  Scott Christiansen, Jeri Johnson, Larry Rood, Ariel Thomas, Cathy Smith, 

Bill Holland, John Patterson, Katy Dickson, and Gloria Scherer 

Absent:  Pastor John Tabaka, Sue Fillhouer 

Devotions- Devotions by Cathy Smith 

Secretarial Report-  Motion to approve minutes of 12-18-2023 Council Meeting by Katy,  

second by John.  Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s and Finance Committee Report- Verbal report by Scott.  $20,000 was transferred 

from savings to a 12-month CD at Woodford State Bank. $11,371 was put into a money market 

account at Thrivent.  Motion to approve report was made by Bill.  Cathy seconded it.  Motion  

carried.  

Committee Reports: 

Christian Life- No meeting 

Memorial- No meeting  

Mutual Ministry- No meeting 

Parish Education- No meeting 

Property Committee-No meeting 

Staff Support- No meeting 

Women of Grace- No meeting 

Worship and Music - No meeting 

New Business- Terry turned the heat down because the pipes were banging. He turned the heat 

back up when the classrooms got too cold.  To fix it, the pipes will have to be drained when the 

weather warms up.  

Trent Weber has a plan for replacing the sound system if needed, and that would only take about 

a week.  The cost for this would be about $8,600.  It’s in the budget. 

Bill made a motion to use written ballots to approve the budget at the annual meeting next  

January. They will have space to write comments as well as yes/no for the budget. 

The results of the vote will be entered into our records and discussed at the council meeting.   

Also the annual booklet should be made available a week early so the congregation has a chance 

to see everything ahead of time to come up with questions.   
 

Church Council officers for next year were nominated and unanimously elected to the following 

offices:  President:  Ariel Thomas   Vice-president:  Scott Christiansen.    Secretary:  Jeri 

|Johnson.   Treasurer:  Lance Sathoff.   

Motion to adjourn by Larry.  Second by Bill.  

Meeting ended with The Lord’s Prayer 

Next meeting will be February 26, 2024  

Treats and devotions will be by John Patterson 
 

Jeri Johnson, Secretary 



UPCOMING EVENTS & HAPPENINGS 

MID-WEEK LENTEN WORSHIP will be held each Wednesday during Lent at 6:30 
PM. We will be using the Holden Evening Prayer Service. Pastor John will be leading 

each of these services. We hope you will join us! 

Mar. 6:  The Redeemer’s Character  Isaiah 53:2-5 

Mar. 13:  Straying Sheep and a Seeing Shepherd  Isaiah 53:6 
Mar. 20:  The Submissive Savior  Isaiah 53:7-8 
 

MID-WEEK MEAL  Come downstairs to the fellowship hall on Wednesdays during 
Lent at 5:00 PM for a light meal and support the youth and adults going to the National 

Youth Gathering this summer in New Orleans. Cost is simply a free-will offering. On 
March 6th Staff Support & Worship & Music Committees will host the meal. More 
details will follow in the days ahead about the other Wednesdays! The food is good and 

the fellowship is fabulous. Please join us & then head upstairs for worship at 6:30 PM. 

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT!  Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Monroe WI has a job 
opening for a paid part-time Audio-Visual Coordinator. The primary responsibility of the 
Audio-Visual Coordinator is to provide technical expertise and team leadership for the 
church’s sound, media, video, lighting and the ability to troubleshoot any technical issues 
that may arise. The A/V Coordinator is also responsible for live streaming Weekly  
Worship and Special Services. Working knowledge or experience with audio-visual  
equipment and systems is required. 
 
COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES  We include monthly Council  Meeting minutes 
in our monthly newsletter. If you are ever interested in additional detail, or wish to see the 
actual meeting minutes from a particular meeting, these are available by calling or  
stopping by the office! 
 
IF YOU ARE HOSPITALIZED and would like a visit please ask family or friends to let 
the church office know! The hospital no longer provides that  
information. Thank you!  
 
DO YOU WATCH US ON FACEBOOK LIVE? If so, and if you would like one of our 
hymnals to follow along and participate, call the office at 325-9172 and we will get you 
one!   
 
 

      
CHURCH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES  

 
Scott Christiansen (scott.christiansen@sccompanies.com)………………...….608-558-6161 
Katy Dickson (christensenfarms@gmail.com)………………………………...608-214-3525 
Jeri Johnson (Secretary) (jerijohnson1216@gmail.com)………..………..……608-214-5386 
Sam Mathiason 
John Patterson ………………...……………………………….……………(jskpat@tds.net)     
Larry Rood (Vice-President) (larood@hotmail.com).........................................608-328-4867 
Lance Sathoff (Treasurer) 
Gloria Scherer (moveme@tds.net)…………………………………….…….…608-214-6646   
Cathy Smith (clynnrd@yahoo.com)………………………………………..…..608-325-2697 
Ariel Thomas (President) (arielbobbie00@gmail.com).……..…….……….....608-558-4840  
 
———————————————————————————–————————— 

GRACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 
Phone:  608-325-9172  

 
WEBSITE:  www.gracelcmonroe.org 

 
Worship Schedule 

Saturday, 5:00 PM & Sunday, 9:00 AM 
 

 
Fall Office Hours 

Monday-Friday, 8:30—12:00 / 1:00—4:30 PM 
 

 
Pastor:  Pastor John J. Tabaka  E-mail: pastortabaka@tds.net 

Visitation Pastor:  Rev. Richard Thickpenny  
Custodian:  Terry Kolanda 

Director of Music/Church Musician:  Ann Uresk 
Financial Secretary:  Laurie Kruse 

Secretarial Staff:  Deacon Beth Faith (gracelc@tds.net) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“For it is by God’s Grace that you have been saved by Faith” 
———————————————————————————————————–— 

 



PARISH ACTIONS FEBRUARY  2024  
                            No Parish Actions in February 

 
 
 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Maundy Thursday, March 27th, 6:30 PM:  Join us for worship and Holy 
Communion. 
 
 

 
 
Good Friday, March 28th, 6:30 PM:  Join us as we gather for  
worship using the Good Friday Tenebrae Service. 
 
 
 

 
Holy Saturday/The Vigil of Easter: March 30th, 5:00 PM 
 

 
 
 
 
The Resurrection of Our Lord, March 31st, 8:00 & 10:00 AM 
 

————————————————————————————————————— 
PALM SUNDAY BREAKFAST  Join us on Sunday, March 24th 8:00 AM for breakfast 
served by the youth of Grace & their families. Cost is a free-will offering. Menu: Pancakes, 
Eggs, Sausage, Fruit & drink.  After a wonderful breakfast, come to Palm Sunday Worship 
at 9:00 AM. 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Serving in March 2024 

LITURGISTS 
 

Sat., March 2…………………...Available 
Sun., March 3……………...….Bill Helton 
 

Sat., March 9.…………………..Available 
Sun., March 10…………….Phil Hakanson 
 

Sat., March 16…………………..Available 
Sun., March 17……………...Nikki Austin 
 

Sat., March 23………………......Available 
Sun., March 24…………….….Bill Helton 
Thu., March 28, 6:30 PM……....Available 
Fri., March 29, 6:30 PM………..Available 

Sat., March 30…………..………Available 
Sun., March 31, 8AM....………..Available 
Sun., March 31, 10AM………....Available 
 

(Sign Up Sheets are on the office door. 
Please consider serving as a Liturgist and 

call the office with questions.) 
——————————————————— 
                         ACOLYTES 

 
Sat., March 2…………………...Available 

Sun., March 3……………...Jordan Herbst 

Sat., March 9…………….…Milo Dickson 
Sun., March……………...……..Available 
 

Sat., March 16…………..….Jordan Herbst 
Sun., March 17…………….…...Available 
 

Sat., March 23……………...Nina Leistiko 
Sun., March 24……………..Nina Leistiko 
 

Sat., March 30…………..………Available 
Sun., March 31………..………..Available 

MISSIONARY SPONSORS 

 
Each week Grace Lutheran commits to  
support our missionary family with a gift of 
$35. You are invited to sign up on our  
Missionary Calendar to help with this  
ministry. Our missionaries are  Zachary 
Courter & Rachel Eskesen Courter who are 
serving in Munich Germany. Your  
participation is appreciated and makes a 
great difference! Please take a look at the 
open weeks on the calendar located in the 
narthex. Thank you for your support! 
 
March 2 & 3…………….…..Jane Swiggum 
March 9 & 10.………….………….....Open 
March 16 & 17..……The Mathiason Family 
March 23 & 24………………...……..Open 
March 30 & 31…………...Women of Grace 
 

————————————————— 
 

SATURDAY EVENING PIANISTS 
 

Sat., March 2………….Olena Kiselyova 
Sat., March 9……..….…..Lance Sathoff 
Sat., March 16……..….Olena Kiselyova 
Sat., March 23…...……..Maynard Heins 
Sat., March 30……...…Olena Kiselyova 

 
————————————————- 

ALTAR GUILD 
Linen Committee 

 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 

5:00 PM, Worship & Council 
Installation 

3  Lent 3 
9:00 AM, Worship & Council 
Installation 
10:00 AM, Sunday School 
 
 
 

4 

 

5 
2:00 PM, Women of Grace  
6:00 PM, Property Committee 
& Roof Committee 

6 

9:15 AM, Adult Bible Study 
5:00 PM, Meal in Fellowship 
Hall:  Benefits Youth  
5:30 PM, Praise Singers  
6:30 PM, Mid-Week Lenten 
Worship 
7:15 PM, Choir Rehearsal 

7 

 

8 
 

9 
5:00 PM, Worship 

 

 

10 Lent 4 
Daylight Saving Time Begins 
9:00 AM, Worship 
10:00 AM, Sunday School  
 
 
  
 

11 
 
 

12 
4:00 PM, Memorial  
5:30 PM, Staff Support 
6:00 PM, Worship & Music 
 
 

13 
9:15 AM, Adult Bible Study 
5:00 PM, Meal in Fellowship 
Hall:  Benefits Youth  
5:30 PM, Praise Singers  
6:30 PM, Mid-Week Lenten 
Worship 
7:15 PM, Choir Rehearsal 

14 

8:30 AM, Quilters Group 

15 

 

16 
5:00 PM, Worship  

17  Lent 5 
9:00 AM, Worship 
10:00 AM, Sunday School 
10:15 AM, First Communion 
Class for 5th Graders 
 

 

18 
12:30 PM, Lydia Circle Meets 

19 
6:00 PM, Christian Life 

20 
9:15 AM, Adult Bible Study 
5:00 PM, Meal in Fellowship 
Hall:  Benefits Youth  
5:30 PM, Praise Singers  
6:30 PM, Mid-Week Lenten 
Worship 
7:15 PM, Choir Rehearsal 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

5:00 PM, Worship 

24 Palm Sunday 
8:00 AM, Palm Sunday  
Breakfast Served by Youth 
9:00 AM, Worship 
10:00 AM, Sunday School 
 
31  Easter Sunday 
8 & 10:00 AM, Worship 

25 

7:00 PM, Church Council 

26 
 

27 
 

28  Maundy Thursday 

8:30 AM, Quilters Group 

6:30 PM, Worship 

29 Good Friday 

6:30 PM, Worship 

30  Vigil of Easter 

5:00 PM, Worship 

MARCH 2024 


